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Weardale  Rural  District  Council. 


Report  of  Medical  Officer  of  Health 

for  1944. 


GENTLEMEN, 

Herewith  I  beg  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  for  1944, 
again  somewhat  abbreviated,  in  view  of  war  conditions. 

SECTION  A. 

Statistics  and  Social  Conditions. 

Area  of  District,  99,652  acres. 

Registrar-General’s  estimate  of  population,  9,330. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  end  of  the  year,  3,550. 
Rateable  value,  £46,431 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate,  £181  : 1 9 : 8 . 

Because  of  the  continued  (jemand  for  steel  for  munit¬ 
ions  of  war,  employment  has  again  been  generaHgood  through¬ 
out  the  area.  The  Wolsingham  Steelworks  and  the  limestone 
quarries  in  the  Frosterley  and  Stanhope  neighbourhood  have 
all  been  kept  busy.  Large  quantities  of  iron  ore  and  gannister 
have  been  despatched  from  upper  Weardale.  The  only 
depressing  feature  in  the  industrial  outlook  has  been  the 
continued  low  ebb  of  the  lead  mining  industry  at  Rookhope  and 
upper  Weardale,  the  war,  contrary  to  our  expectations,  not 
having  had  any  helpful  tendency  in  regard  to  lead  mining. 
Many  of  the  men  formerly  engaged  in  lead  mining  have  been 
absorbed  into  other  jobs.  A  considerable  number  of  women 
have  been  employed  on  munition  work,  both  at  Wolsingham  and 
outside  our  area.  Wages  have  been  good  and  there  has  been 
little  or  no  destitution. 

In  regard  to  agriculture,  which  probably  takes  the 
foremost  place  in  the  economic  life  of  the  district,  the  increase 
of  tillage  with  corresponding  diminution  of  pasture  and  meadow 
land,  as  compared  with  the  pre-war  period,  continues. 
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The  Registrar-General’ s  estimate  of  population  for 
the  year  is  9,330-  This  figure  is  4-^5  than  the  estimated 
population  for  1943*  an^  may  be  approximately  correct,  in  view 
of  the  return  to  their  homes  of  many  unofficially  evacuated 
people. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 

There  were  1 57  births  (live  and  still). 

Live  Births  ...  156 

Still  Births  ...  1 

15; 


LIVE  BIRTHS 

Male 

Legitimate  ...  63 
Illegitimate  ...  8 

7 1 


STILL  BIRTHS. 

Legitimate  ...  o 
Illegitimate  ...  o 

o 


On  an  estimated  population  of  9,330,  these  figures  give 
a  live  birth-rate  of  16.7  per  1,000  population.  This  is  a  fairly 
satisfactory  rate,  and  is  again  higher  than  the  rate  of  the 
previous  year,  which  was  13.6.  It  is  still  however  slightly  below 
the  birth-rate  for  the  whole  of  England1  and  Wales  which  was 
17.6  per  1,000  population. 

The  still  birth  rate  was  practically  negligible,  there 
being  only  1  still  birth.  The  still  birth  rate  was  o.  1  per  1  ,cxx> 
population,  which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  0.5  P°r 
1,000  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

The  total  birth-rate  (live  and  still)  was  16.8  per  1,000 
population. 


Female 

84 

1 

~ 5 


1 

0 

1 
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DEATHS. 

133  deaths  pertaining-  to  the  district  were  registered:  — 

Male  72 

Female  61 

133 


This  figure  gives  a  death-rate  of  14.2  per  1,000  populat¬ 
ion,  which  is  considerably  higher  than  the  death-rate  for  the 
whole  of  England  and  Wales,  which  w5as  11.6  per  1,000. 

MATERNAL  DEATHS. 

For  the  seventh  year  in  succession,  I  am  happy  to  be 
able  to  report  that  we  have  not  had  a  single  death  from  puerperal 
sepsis  or  other  puerperal  cause.  This  is  surely  a  high  tribute 
to  the  efficiency  of  the  midwifery  work  in  the  area. 

INFANTILE  DEATHS. 

These  numbered  7,  and  were  as  follows: — 


Male  Female 

Legitimate  3  3 

Illegitimate  o  1 

3  4 


These  figures  give  an  infantile  death-rate  of  44  per  1,000 
live  births,  which  compares  favourably  with  a  rate  of  46  per 
1,000  for  the  whole  of  England  and  Wales. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  how  the  infantile  mortality  rate 
has  steadily  fallen  during  the  last  forty  years.  In  1902  which 
is  as  far  back  as  I  have  the  figures  for,  the  infantile  mortality 
for  Weardale  stood  at  the  high  figure  of  1 5 1  per  1,000  births. 
Indeed  in  that  year  the  rate  in  upper  Weardale  was  as  high  as 
208  per  1,000.  This  improvement  is  undoubtedly;  due  to  the 
more  enlightened  and  rational  ideas  which  now  prevail  in  regard 
to  the  care  of  infants. 

DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 

These  numbered  15,  which  represents  1 1.2  per  cent  of 
all  the  deaths,  and  gives  a  cancer  death-rate  of  1.6  per  1  000 

population. 
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DEATHS  FROM  MEASLES.  o. 

DEATHS  FROM  WHOOPING  COUGH.  i 
DEATHS  FROM  DIARRHOEA  (under  2)  o. 

As  I  stated  in  my  last  report,  it  does  not  look  as  if  the 
community  had  materially  suffered  through  war-time  restrictions, 
though  possibly  the  reduction  of  fats  in  the  dietary  may  have 
aggravated  fatigue  and  lowered!  the  powder  of  resistance  to 
infection. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH 

Males. 

Females.  1 

All  Causes 

72 

61 

1  Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  fever 

0 

! 

*2  Cerebro  spinal  fever 

0 

0 

3  Scarlet  Fever 

0 

0 

4  Whooping  Cough  ... 

1 

0 

5  Diphtheria 

0 

0 

6  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

3 

1 

7  Other  Tuberculosis 

1 

1 

8  Syphilitic  diseases  ... 

0 

0 

9  Influenza 

0 

0 

10  Measles 

0 

0 

11  Polio  myelitis  and  Polio-encephalitis 

0 

0 

12  Infantile  Encephalitis 

0 

1 

,  0  /  Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  &  oesophagus  (M) 

0 

0 

\  Cancer  of  uterus  (F) 

0 

i  ! 

14  Cancer  of  stomach  &  ducdenum 

3 

2  ! 

15  Cane-  r  of  breast 

0 

1 

16  Cancer  of  other  sites 

4 

4 

17  Diabetes 

0 

0 

18  Intra-cranial  vascular  lesions  ... 

7 

12  I 

19  Heart  disease 

29 

16  i 

20  Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

o  i 

21  Bronchitis 

1 

2 

22  Pneumonia 

2 

5 

23  Other  respiratory  diseases 

0 

0 

24  Ulcer  of  stomach  <fc  duodenum 

0 

0 

25  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years) 

0 

0 

26  Appendicitis 

0 

o  ! 

27  Other  digestive  diseases 

3 

o 

M  1 

28  Nephritis 

0 

O 

M  | 

29  Puerperal  dfc  post-abortion  sepsis 

0 

0 

30  Other  maternal  causes 

0 

o  1 

31  Premature  birth 

0 

1  1 

32  Congen.  malformation,  birth  injury  and 

infantile  diseases 

4 

1 

33  Suicide 

0 

1 

34  Road  traffic  accidents 

1 

0  1 

35  Other  violent  causes 

1 

0 

06  All  other  causes 

11 

Total 

72 

61  J 

7- 

Appended  are  the  birth-rates  and  death-rates  for  the 


preceding  seven  years: — 


Birthrate 

Deathrate 

1937 

14.5 

14. 1 

1938 

1 5.6 

14. 1 

1939 

14.0 

13-9 

1940 

13-3 

l6.6 

1941 

14.2 

12.9 

1942 

12.7 

I  1.2 

1943 

13.6 

13-9 

1944 

16.7 

SECTION  B. 

14.2 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

MEDICAL. 

Medical  Officer  of  Health  (part-time) 

JAS.  BANNERMAN,  M.B.  (Edin). 

Tuberculosis  Medical  Officer, 

Venereal  Diseases  Medical  Officer,  I  Under 

School  Medical  Officer,  (Durham  County 

Maternity  <fc  Child  Welfare  Medical  Officer  l  Council. 
Obstetric  Consultants.  ’ 

OTHERS. 

Sanitary  Inspector,  JAS.  R.  RIDLEY,  Cert.  R.S.I.,  Lond. 

(whole  time) 

Veterinary  Surgeon, 

Public  Analyst,  >  Under  Durham  County  Council. 

Health  Visitor.  ) 

LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Bacteriological  examinations  of  sputum,  throat  swabs 
and  blood  for  the  diagnosis  of  tuberculosis,  diphtheria  and 
typhoid  fever,  respectively,  as  well  as  other  investigations  when 
considered  necessary,  are  carried  out  at  the  Public  Health 
Laboratory,  King’s  College,  Newcastle,  for  all  practitioners, 
at  the  expense  of  the  County  Council.  During  the  year  68  such 
examinations  were  carried  out  and  the  results  communicated  to 
me.  Of  these  41  were  for  tuberculosis  and  27  for  diphtheria. 
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Bacteriological  examinations  for  the  Isolation  Hospital 
are  done  by  the  Clinical  Research  Association,  London,  and  9 
such  investigations  were  made  during  the  year. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Most  households  in  the  area  subscribe  5 /-  per  annum 
to  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association,  whose  motor  ambulance 
is  stationed  at  St.  John’s  Chapel.  This  payment  entitles  the 
household  to  four  free  journeys  to  or  from  hospital  in  the  year, 
for  bona-fide  stretcher  cases  only,  i.e.  cases  which  cannot  make 
the  journey  by  train,  bus  or  car. 

The  quarry  workers  have,  through  their  union,  a  separate 
arrangement  for  the  service  of  a  motor  ambulance  from  Tow 
Law,  for  stretcher  cases,  and  payment  of  train,  car  or  bus  fare 
for  less  serious  cases,  for  the  workers  and  their  families. 

The  vehicles  of  the  Weardale  Ambulance  Association 
and  the  Weardale  Isolation  Hospital  were  earmarked  for  duty 
with  the  local  casualty  services,  in  the  event  of  any  hostile 
emergency.  The  County  Council  had  a  motor  ambulance 
stationed  at  Wolsingham  for  the  same  purpose. 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 

The  whole  of  the  area,  with  the  exception  of  the  sparsely 
inhabited  neighbourhood  of  Hunstanworth,  is  provided  with 
district  nurse-midwives,  working  under  local  associations. 
These  are  all,  with  the  exception  of  Stanhope,  whose  nurse  is 
not  maternity  trained,  affiliated  to  and  subsidized  by,  the 
the  County  Nursing  Association.  Maternity  cases  at  Stanhope 
are  attended  by  a  County  Council  midwife  stationed  there. 

TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  are  in  operation 
at  Wolsingham,  Stanhope  and  St.  John’s  Chapel.  A  Venereal 
Diseases  Clinic  at  Durham  and  a  Tuberculosis  Clinic  at  Bishop 
Auckland  are  available  for  the  district.  These  are  all  under 
County  Council  control. 

HOSPITALS. 

There  is  no  general  hospital  in  the  area.  By  far  the 
greater  part  of  the  cases  requiring  hospital  treatment  are  sent  to 
the  Royal  Victoria  Infirmary,  Newcastle,  which  receives  a  fair 
amount  of  financial  support  from  the  district.  A  centrally 
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situated  small  cottage  hospital  would  be  a  priceless  boon  to 
Weardale,  where  so  many  of  the  dwelling  houses  are  small  and 
utterly  unfit  for  adequate  nursing  of  serious  medical  and  surgical 
cases. 

The  former  Poor  Law  Institution  at  Stanhope,  is  now 
an  Emergency  Hospital,  for  chronic  female  cases  only,  under  the 
County  Public  Assistance,  and  some  local  cases  have  had  the 
benefit  of  this  hospital. 


SECTION  C. 
Sanitary  Circumstances  of  Area. 


WATER  SUPPLIES. 

No  new  constructional  work  was  undertaken  during  the 
year,  and  the  existing  supplies  were  generally  satisfactory  and 
sufficient.  Minor  defects  were  attended  to  in  20  instances. 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

Some  27  minor  defects  were  attended  to.  No  new 
work  was  undertaken. 

SCAVENGING. 

With  the  exception  of  Edmondbyers  the  various  villages 
have  now  got  a  system  of  scavenging,  and  this  seems  to  have 
worked  tolerably  well. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

Conversion  of  privy -closets  to  water  closets  was  done 
in  9  instances.  There  are  now  in  the  area  1180  water  closets, 
192  ash  closets  and  302  privy  closets. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  the  work  done  by  the 
sanitary  department  during  the  year : — 


Informal  written  Nuisance  abated 
notice  by  Inspector.  after  notice. 


Dairies  and  Milkshops 
Cowshed  defects 
Bakehouses 
Ashpits  and  Privies 
Deposits  of  refuse  and  manure 
Water  Closets 
Blocked  Drains 
Water  Supply  defects 


41 

41 

12 

12 

37 

3; 

3 

3 

15 

u 

; 

; 

h 

h 

2; 

2/ 

20 

20 
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FLOODING  AT  FROSTERLEY 

In  December,  as  a  consequence  of  exceptionally  heavy 
rains,  flooding-  occurred  in  several  houses  on  the  south  side  of 
the  main  road,  just  to  the  east  of  the  Church  gate.  Unfortun¬ 
ately,  the  basements  of  these  houses  are  below  the  level  of  the 
glebe  field,  which  lies  to  the  immediate  south  of  them.  At  the 
north  east  corner  of  this  glebe  field,  there  is  a  depression  which 
is  apt  to  flood  in  rainy  weather,  and  if  the  rainfall  is  excessive 
this  water  seeps  into  the  basements  of  the  houses.  As  far  as 
I  can  see,  the  only  real  solution  of  the  trouble  would  be  for  the 
field  to  be  adequately  drained  by  a  drain  running  from  its  north 
west  to  its  south  east  corner.  Whether  the  owners  of  the  field 
would  be  prepared  to  bear  an  equitable  share  of  the  cost  of  this 
work,  I  do  not  know.  It  is  unfortunate  that  houses  with  cellar¬ 
age  were  built  on  this  site. 

SECTION  D. 

Housing. 

In  consequence  of  war  time  shortage  of  both  labour  and 
materials  no  new  houses  were  erected  during  the  year!. 

On  July  4th  along  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  I  made, 
at  your  request,  an  inspection  of  certain  property  at  Hylton 
Terrace,  and  Princess  Cottage,  Rookhope,  and  reported  on  the 
same  to  you. 

SECTION  E. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

I  received  four  reports  of  unsatisfactory  milk  having 
been  sent  to  the  Milk  Marketing  Board  and  the  Co-operative 
Society  at  Newcastle  from  farms  in  the  district.  Each  of  the 
farms  involved  were  visited  by  me,  and  efforts  made  to  secure 
cleaner  methods  of  handling  the  milk  in  the  future.  It  would 
seem  that  the  old-fashioned  dirty  methods  of  handling  milk  die 
but  slowly. 

Two  visits  were  paid,  along  with  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
to  the  bakery  of  the  local  Co-operative  Society  at  Frosterley. 

There  were  two  instances  of  unwholesome  food  (ham, 
bacon  and  tinned  meat),  supplied  to  local  provision  dealers, 
brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who  promptly 
arranged  for  the  destruction  of  the  same. 


SECTION  F. 

Preyalance  of,  and  Control  over,  Infectious  Disease. 


The  incidence  of  infectious  disease  was  not  heavy  during 
the  year,  and  there  was  no  widespread  epidemic. 

I  received  119  notifications,  which  were  as  follows: — 


Disease. 

Total 

Cases 

Admitted 

to 

hospital 

Deaths 

Smallpox 

0 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

20 

0 

; 

Scarlet  Fever 

43 

42 

0 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

3 

0 

0 

Whooping  Cough 

38 

1 

1 

Diphtheria 

2 

2 

0 

Measles 

8 

0 

0 

Paratyphoid  Fever 

I 

I 

1 

Encephalitis 

1 

1 

1 

Erysipelas  . 

3 

0 

0 

Total  j. 

1  IQ 

* 

4  7 

10 

The  43  cases  of  scarlet  fever  and  the  38  cases  of 
whooping  cough  were  scattered  throughout  the  district,  and  were 
mostly  mild  in  type. 

Only  2  cases  of  diphtheria  were  reported,  and  one  of 
these  was  a  doubtful  case.  Both  diphtheria  cases  and  all  but 
one  of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation 
Hospital.  The  single  case  of  paratyphoid  fever,  which  was 
probably  contracted  outside  the  area,  occurred  at  F roster  ley  and 
proved  fatal. 

DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION. 

A  scheme  for  utilizing  the  services  of  all  the  medical 
practitioners  of  the  area  in  this  work,  came  into  force  on  1st 
January.  Each  child  receives  two  immunizing  injections  at 
intervals  of  one  month.  The  immunizing  material  is  supplied 
gratis,  through  me,  to  the  doctors  who  receive  a  fee  of  2/6  for 
each  injection,  and  render  their  accounts  for  the  work  done 
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half-yearly.  During  the  year  103  children  received  a  full 
immunizing  course  under  this  scheme,  and  there  was  not  any 
mass  immunization  work  done  at  the  schools. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 


-Age  Periods. 


0 

1 

5 

15 

25 

35 

45 

55 

65  and  upward 


Totals  ... 


New  Cases. 


Pulmonary 

Non- 

Puln 

ionary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

4 

2 

9 

-J 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

5 

4 

3 

Deaths. 

Pulrr 

onary 

Nc 

Puln 

>n- 

ionary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1 

1 

1 

I 

O 

mJ 

2 

3 

1 

0 

I  received  16  notifications,  9  being  pulmonary  and  7 
non- pulmonary.  The  deaths  from  tuberculosis  numbered  6, 
and  of  these  5  were  pulmonary  and  1  non-pulmonary.  The 
tuberculosis  death-rate  for  the  year  was  .6  per  1,000  population. 

CIVIL  DEFENCE. 

The  war-time  civil  defence  organization  was  efficiently 
carried  on  during  the  year.  Occasional  practices  were  held 
for  the  male  and  female  personnel,  at  their  respective  depots, 
and  a  combined  exercise  for  the  whole  area  was  held  at 
Wolsingham.  The  private  cars  and  vans  that  had  been  earmark¬ 
ed  for  service  were  derequisitioned  during  the  year.  Happily 
for  us  the  European  war  has  not  touched  Weardale,  but  it  should 
not  be  forgotten  that  teams  of  well  trained  men  and  women 
were  ready  all  the  time  for  service  in  our  civil  defence,  had  the 
occasion  arisen,  and  I  feel  that  the  community  owes  these  men 
and  women  a  considerable  debt  of  gratitude. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BANNERMAN. 
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